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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant(s) 

1 . This application has been examined. Claims 1 - 1 2 are pending. 

2. The prior art submitted on 1/16/04 and 12/27/04 have been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-2, and 4-12, are rejected under 35 U.S.C.102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dobler (4,023,753). 

As per claim 1, Dobler discloses a communications device for controlling 
operation of an unmanned locomotive over a track layout in a train yard, said locomotive 
operable over a plurality of alternative track routes to reach a respective destination from 
a plurality of possible destinations in said track layout, said track layout including a 
plurality of switches configured to alter a route for a locomotive running along said track 
layout, said communications device comprising: a first user display for use in 
commanding a desired destination for the locomotive within said track layout by setting 
the state of the switches along the route to the destination (see at least the abstract; 
columns 3-4, lines 43-23; columns 6-7, lines 55-15; and column 7, lines 30-51), and 
a second user display for use in controlling movement of the locomotive along said track 
layout (see at least columns 31-32, lines 45-39; and column 33, lines 5-45). 
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As per claim 2, Dobler discloses the displays are made on a single display device 
having first and second modes of operation (see at least columns 1-2, lines 37-37; and 
columns 7-8, lines 53-49). 

As per claim 4, Dobler discloses the second display is made on a graphic user 
interface enabling data input from the operator (see at least columns 7-8, lines 53-49). 

As per claim 5, Dobler discloses a communications device for controlling 
operation of an unmanned locomotive over a track layout in a train yard, said locomotive 
operable over a plurality of alternative track routes to reach a respective destination from 
a plurality of possible destinations in said track layout, said track layout including a 
plurality of switches configured to alter a route for a locomotive running along said track 
layout, said communications device comprising: a user display enabling an operator to 
command a desired destination for the locomotive within said track layout by setting the 
state of the switches along the route to the destination without intervention from other 
personnel (see at least columns 3-4, lines 43-23; columns 6-7, lines 55-15; and column 7, 
lines 30-51). 

As per claim 6, Dobler discloses a communications device for controlling 
operation of an unmanned locomotive over a track layout in a train yard, locomotive 
operable over a plurality of alternative track routes to reach a respective destination from 
a plurality of possible destinations in said track layout, said track layout including a 
plurality of switches configured to alter a route for a locomotive running along said track 
layout, said communications device comprising: a graphical user interface for 
commanding a desired destination for said locomotive within said track layout, said 
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graphical user interface configured to display a representation of said track layout, and 
wherein said representation allows an operator to monitor operational conditions of the 
switches that may develop along the route of the locomotive (see at least columns 7-8, 
lines 53-49; and columns 8-9, lines 59-29). 

As per claim 7, Dobler discloses a communications device for controlling 
operation of an unmanned locomotive over a track layout in a train yard, said locomotive 
operable over a plurality of alternative track routes to reach a respective destination from 
a plurality of possible destinations in said track layout, said track layout including a 
plurality of switches configured to alter a path for a locomotive running along said track 
layout, said communications device comprising: a user display for commanding a desired 
destination for the locomotive within said track layout, said user display responsive to a 
verification message indicative of whether a switching combination for the locomotive 
route for reaching the desired destination has been executed (see at least columns 18-19, 
lines 26-44; and columns 20-21, lines 33-2). 

As per claim 8, Dobler discloses a system for routing a locomotive through a 
track layout comprising a plurality of rail tracks connectable to one another in response to 
a respective switching combination applied to a plurality of remotely controlled switches 
for interconnecting one track to another track, said system comprising: a communications 
device for commanding a desired destination for locomotive within said track layout (see 
at least columns 8-9, lines 59-29), a yard control system responsive to the commanded 
desired destination, said yard control system coupled to a database comprising data 
indicative of at least one route for reaching the desired destination (see at least the 
abstract), yard control system configured to generate a switching combination applied to 
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respective ones of the plurality of remotely controlled switches to implement at least one 
route (see at least columns 7-8, lines 53-49), yard control system configured to 
communicate to communications device confirmation information regarding said at least 
one path and said alternative path, if any, for reaching the desired destination (see at least 
columns 4-5, lines 61-51). 

As per claims 9-10, Dobler discloses the commanded desired destination from the 
communications device is transmitted to the train yard control system via 
communications equipment onboard the locomotive, wherein the confirmation from yard 
control system is transmitted to the communications device via communications 
equipment onboard the locomotive (see at least columns 9-10, lines 30-32). 

As per claim 11, Dobler discloses database further comprises data indicative of at 
least one alternative path for reaching the desired destination in the event at least one path 
for reaching the desired combination is unavailable (see at least columns 4-5, lines 61-22) 

As per claim 12, Dobler discloses yard control system is configured to 
communicate to said communications device confirmation information regarding said 
alternative path, if any, for reaching the desired destination (see at least columns 4-5, 
lines 61-51). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claim 3, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dobler 
(4,023,753) in view of Coombes (6,314,345). 

As per claim 3, Dobler does not disclose the display devices, are made on two 
display devices, one for each display. However, Coombes disclose the display devices, 
are made on two display devices, one for each display (see at least columns 3-4, lines 
25-29). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teach of Dobler by combining the display devices, are 
made on two display devices, one for each display to clearly viewing by the operator. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

.Morse et al. (4,122,523) 
.Murata et al. (5,487,516) 
. Severson et al. (5,896,017) 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dalena Tran whose telephone number is 571-272-6968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30 AM-4:00 PM), off every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 571-272-6956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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